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JUNEAU'S  TRAILS 

Many  hiking  trails  in  the  Tongass  National  Forest  begin 
at  points  near  the  Juneau  road  system.  Some  trails  lead  to 
the  alpine  zone  of  mountaintops  and  ridges.  Other  trails 
follow  valley  bottoms  through  Sitka  spruce  and  western 
hemlock  forests  or  through  thickets  at  the  base  of  retreat- 
ing glaciers.  Discovering  the  backcountry  around  Juneau 
is  a  pleasant  and  memorable  experience  for  hikers  who 


Although  most  of  the  trails  are  day-long  hikes,  it  is  always 
wise  to  plan  for  possible  emergencies.  Proper  gear  is  es- 
sential for  those  who  wish  to  enjoy  the  outdoors.  Rubber 
boots  and  a  good  rainsuit  are  highly  recommended.  It  is 
best  to  bring  along  several  layers  of  clothing  that  can 
easily  be  added  or  peeled  as  needed.  Wool  clothing  is 
more  efficient  than  cotton  in  retaining  body  heat  when  wet. 
This  is  important  to  prevent  hypothermia  (exposure) 
that  is  caused  by  rapid  heat  loss  through  a  layer  of  moist 
clothing.  Long-sleeved  shirts  as  well  as  gloves  will  be  ap- 
preciated in  areas  where  devilsclub  is  abundant.  Additional 
gear  may  be  necessary  in  the  event  of  an  emergency.  Ex- 
perienced hikers  in  the  area  have  found  the  following  items 
useful: 


—  Sufficient  raingear 

—  Waterproof  boots 

—  Extra  clothing 

—  Extra  food 

—  Waterproof  matches 

—  Topographic  map 

—  Compass 


—  Drinking  cup 

—  First  aid  equipment 

—  Flashlight 

—  Litterbag 

—  Knife 

—  Longsleeved  shirt  &  gloves 

—  Insect  repellent 


Many  trails  were  originally  access  routes  to  mining  areas. 
So,  when  exploring  areas  away  from  main  trails,  avoid  old 
buildings  and  hidden  mineshafts  that  are  apt  to  be  unsafe. 

More  and  more  people  are  hiking  Juneau's  trails  each 
year.  Because  of  the  increase,  users  must  develop  a  respect 
for  the  land.  On  some  of  the  steep  slopes,  trails  cut  back 
and  forth.  Although  it  may  be  quicker  to  cut  across  these 
switchbacks,  doing  so  will  cause  soil  erosion  and  rapid 
deterioration  of  trails. 

Litter  often  accumulates  near  trails.  Litter  is  simply 
pollution.  So,  if  you  pack  it  in  —  pack  it  out!  And,  if  you 
see  debris  discarded  by  careless  visitors,  help  preserve 
your  national  forest  by  removing  that  litter. 


GLACIERS  OF  THE 
JUNEAU  ICEFIELD 

The  Juneau  Icefield  is  the  source  of  many  glaciers.  Ice- 
fields are  formed  in  areas  where  more  snow  falls  than 
melts.  Glaciers  flow  from  the  area  of  excess  accumulation 
because  of  the  force  of  gravity.  The  effects  of  both  the  past 
ice  ages  and  the  current  "little  ice  age"  are  seen  in  the 
landscape  of  southeast  Alaska.  Although  the  glaciers  of 
today  are  only  small  remnants  of  those  from  the  past, 
they  are  still  extremely  powerful.  The  Great  Ice  Age  pro- 
duced U-shaped  valleys  from  steep-sided  mountains.  Ridges 
of  earth,  called  morraines,  were  left  when  glaciers  began 
to  retreat. 


THE  CLIMATE 

The  Tongass  National  Forest  is  located  in  the  coastal 
rainbeit  of  southeast  Alaska.  The  average  annual  pre- 
cipitation is  234  centimeters  (92  inches)  in  downtown 
Juneau  and  142  centimeters  (56  inches)  in  the  Mendenhall 
Valley.  This  large  amount  of  precipitation  provides  the 
necessary  moisture  for  the  lush  moss-covered  forests.  The 
average  temperature  in  the  Juneau  area  between  June  1 
and  August  31  is  13 °C  (55 °F);  the  rest  of  the  year  averages 
-4°C  (25  °F).  On  clear  sunny  days  the  temperature  may  get 
much  warmer  than  seasonal  averages. 


BEARS  IN  ALASKA 

Brown  or  black  bears  may  be  encountered  on  trails  around 
Juneau.  Some  hikers  carry  a  30.06  caliber  or  larger  rifle 
when  hiking  in  areas  known  for  high  concentrations  of 
bears.  Although  bears  have  poor  eyesight,  they  can  hear 
well  and  have  a  keen  sense  of  smell.  Hikers  should  make 
plenty  of  noise  near  creeks  and  waterfalls  during  salmon 
spawning  season  (June  to  December).  Dense  brush  should 
be  avoided  to  lessen  the  chance  of  surprising  an  unsus- 
pecting bear. 

Some  people  feel  safer  hiking  with  a  dog.  But,  remember 
a  pet  generally  runs  to  its  owners  when  pursued  by  a  bear! 

When  camping,  keep  the  site  clean,  and  store  all  food  a 
safe  distance  from  your  tent.  If  possible,  cache  the  food  in 
a  tree,  that  is,  suspend  it  in  a  pack  with  a  rope. 


MUSKEGS 

Boggy  areas  with  poor  drainage  are  commonly  called 
"muskegs"  in  southeast  Alaska.  They  are  generally  in  open 
areas  with  small  pools  of  standing  water.  Mountain  hem- 
lock and  lodgepole  pine  trees  are  often  found  near  muskegs 
along  with  Labrador-tea  and  bog-laurel.  The  most  accessible 
muskegs  may  be  found  on  the  drive  to  Echo  Cove  or  near 
the  Fish  Creek  Road  on  Douglas  Island. 


ALASKA'S  TREES 
AND  SHRUBS 

Southeast  Alaska  has  relatively  few  species  of  trees  and 
shrubs  when  compared  with  many  other  geographic  areas. 
The  Juneau  area  is  an  ideal  place  for  a  beginner  to  learn 
more  about  the  vegetation  of  the  coastal  forests.  For  those 
who  wish  more  detailed  information,  "Alaska's  Trees  and 
Shrubs,"  Agricultural  Handbook  No.  410,  may  be  purchased 
for  $6.50  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402.  Also,  "A 
Guide  to  Alaska  Trees,"  Agricultural  Handbook  472,  is  avail- 
able for  $1.35  each.  Reference  copies  are  available  in  many 
public  libraries. 


SITKA  SPRUCE 

Sitka  spruce  is  the  largest  tree  found  throughout  south- 
east Alaska.  The  needles  are  pointed  and  attached  to  all 
sides  of  the  twigs.  Its  bark  is  divided  into  scaly  plates.  This 
tree  is  one  of  the  first  conifers  to  invade  areas  uncovered  by 
glaciers.  The  wood  was  used  during  World  War  II  to  build 
aircraft  and  is  now  used  in  building  boats,  oars,  pianos,  and 
guitars.  Sitka  spruce  is  the  State  tree  of  Alaska. 


HEMLOCK 

Western  hemlock  is  the  most  abundant  evergreen  tree  in 
southeast  Alaska.  It  is  tolerant  of  shade  and  eventually 
dominates  the  mature  forest.  Its  needles  (leaves)  are  flat  and 
arranged  in  two  rows  on  the  twigs.  The  bark  is  aligned  in 
vertical  ridges.  Mountain  hemlock  is  similar  to  western 
hemlock,  except  that  needles  are  arranged  on  all  sides  of 
the  twigs.  This  tree  generally  grows  at  high  elevations  or 
near  muskegs. 


SPRUCE  HEMLOCK 
TREE  TOPS  CLEARLY  SHOW  DIFFERENCES 


DEVILSCLUB 

The  latin  name  for  devilsclub,  Oplopanax  horridus.  might 
even  explain  how  some  people  feel  about  this  shrub.  The 
large  leaves  and  stems  are  covered  with  sharp  spines. 
These  spines  are  painful  and  difficult  to  remove  when 
imbedded  in  skin. 


POINT  BISHOP  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  12.9  kilometers  (8  miles)  to  Point  Bishop. 

ELEVATION:  From  near  sealevel  to  about  61  meters  (200 
feet). 

ACCESS:  The  trail  begins  at  the  end  of  Thane  Road,  10.2 
kilometers  south  of  the  Juneau-Douglas  bridge. 

DESCRIPTION:  This  is  a  fairly  level  trail  but  quite  muddy 
in  the  beginning.  The  footbridges  may  need  repairing,  and 
they  may  be  dangerous  to  cross.  About  1.6  kilometers  (1 
mile)  from  the  trailhead,  a  branch  to  the  right  leads  to 
Dupont  where  there  is  good  saltwater  fishing  for  Dolly  Var- 
den  trout  during  the  spring.  The  main  trail  runs  above 
Dupont  and  continues  to  Point  Salisbury  and  then  to  Point 
Bishop. 

HISTORY:  Point  Bishop  was  originally  named  after  the 
Bishop  of  Salisbury  by  Captain  Vancouver  in  1794.  Dupont 
was  named  after  the  Dupont  Powder  Company,  which  built 
the  powder  magazine  there  in  1914  for  use  in  local  mines. 

STATUS:  Most  of  the  trail  is  within  the  Tongass  National 
Forest,  except  for  the  beginning  which  passes  through 
State  and  private  lands. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAPS:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (A-1 
and  B-1). 
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SHEEP  CREEK  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  4.8  kilometers  (3  miles)  to  the  end  of  the  valley. 

ELEVATION:  About  213  meters  (700  feet)  in  valley,  1,007 
meters  (3,500  feet)  on  ridge. 

ACCESS:  The  trailhead  is  located  in  the  Thane  Road  6.4 
kilometers  (4  miles)  south  of  the  Juneau-Douglas  bridge. 
It  begins  up  a  stairway  at  the  intersection  of  a  gravel  spur 
road  to  the  left  that  leads  to  a  substation  of  the  Snettisham 
Powerplant. 

DESCRIPTION:  Although  it  is  a  very  scenic  trail,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  traverse  because  of  the  steep  slopes  and  dangerous 
dropoffs.  Winter  travel  is  limited  because  of  avalanches. 

The  trail  begins  through  a  moss-covered  forest  with  a 
dense  understory  of  brush.  The  route  rises  abruptly  and 
then  drops  into  Sheep  Creek  Valley.  Old  mining  buildings 
at  Portal  Camp  are  barely  standing  and  should  be  viewed 
from  a  distance.  The  trail  remains  relatively  level  throughout 
the  valley  and  then  scrambles  up  a  forested  hillside  until 
it  reaches  the  alpine  zone.  If  the  trail  is  hard  to  find  above 
the  timberline,  follow  the  powerline,  but  stay  a  safe  distance 
from  the  lines. 

At  one  time,  there  was  a  trail  to  the  Annex  Creek  Power- 
plant  at  Taku  Inlet,  but  it  is  now  eroded  and  overgrown 
with  brush.  For  the  more  adventurous  and  prepared  hiker, 
it  is  possible  to  follow  the  ridge  to  Sheep  Mountain,  Mt. 
Roberts,  Gastineau  Peak,  and  then  return  to  Juneau  on  the 
Mt.  Roberts  Trail.  Carry  an  ice  axe,  because  snow  some- 
times persists  on  the  ridge  throughout  the  summer. 

HISTORY:  Joe  Juneau  and  Richard  Harris  reportedly  named 
Sheep  Creek  in  1880  after  mistaking  the  identity  of  moun- 
tain goats  hunted  in  the  area.  Gold  mining  in  the  valley 
began  in  1881  and  lasted  for  many  years. 

STATUS:  The  trail  is  maintained  to  the  national  forest 
boundary  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Natural  Resources, 
Division  of  Parks. 


USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-1). 
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MT.  ROBERTS  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  4.3  kilometers  (2.7  miles)  one  way. 

ELEVATION:  Gastineau  Peak  —  1,117  meters  (3,666  feet), 
Mt.  Roberts  —  1,164  meters  (3,819  feet). 

ACCESS:  The  trail  begins  up  a  wooden  stairway  at  the 
end  of  Sixth  Street  above  downtown  Juneau. 

DESCRIPTION:  Although  this  trail  is  not  so  difficult  as  the 
Mt.  Juneau  Trail,  it  is  a  steep  climb  towards  the  end.  The 
trail  starts  around  the  north  side  of  Roberts  Mountain 
through  a  shaded  forest.  It  breaks  into  alpine  terrain  near 
a  large  wood  cross.  The  rest  of  the  trail  is  above  timber- 
line  and  is  very  steep.  There  are  excellent  views  of  Gas- 
tineau Channel,  Juneau,  and  Douglas.  After  reaching  the 
ridge,  the  trail  continues  to  the  right  and  climbs  up  another 
narrower  ridge  to  Gastineau  Peak. 

The  trail  appears  to  end  there,  but  those  who  are  still 
energetic  can  continue  to  Roberts  Peak  through  the  low 
alpine  vegetation.  It  is  also  possible  to  hike  down  to  Sheep 
Creek  Basin  (see  Sheep  Creek  Trail).  Avalanche  danger 
might  persist  near  the  ridges  until  late  in  spring. 

HISTORY:  Roberts  Trail  was  once  named  "Father  Brown's 
Trail"  after  a  Catholic  priest  who  constructed  the  trail 
with  a  group  of  volunteers  in  1908. 

STATUS:  The  trail  is  maintained  by  the  Alaska  Department 
of  Natural  Resources,  Division  of  Lands. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 
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MT.  JUNEAU  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  3.2  kilometers  (2  miles)  to  the  summit. 

ELEVATION:  1,091  meters  (3,576  feet). 

ACCESS:  Take  a  left  about  0.3  kilometer  (0.5  mile)  from 
the  beginning  of  Perseverance  Trail,  near  the  Basin  Road 
after  the  Gold  Creek  crossing. 

DESCRIPTION:  This  is  a  very  difficult  trail  and  should  be 
attempted  only  by  hikers  in  excellent  physical  condition 
and  on  a  clear  day.  Many  lives  have  been  lost  on  this  moun- 
tain because  of  carelessness.  Don't  stray  from  the  trail  or 
attempt  to  climb  Mt.  Juneau  by  an  unestablished  route. 
Avalanche  danger  may  persist  until  late  in  spring,  and  large 
snowbanks  may  be  present  on  steep  parts  of  the  trail.  An 
ice  axe  could  be  useful  early  in  the  summer  season.  At 
first,  the  trail  winds  back  and  forth  through  dense  brush. 
At  the  second  forested  area,  a  short  path  to  the  left  opens 
to  spectacular  views  of  the  city  of  Juneau. 

The  next  section  of  the  hike  traverses  a  steep  slope  with 
cascading  falls.  This  is  the  last  good  place  to  get  water. 
After  the  final  patch  of  trees,  the  climb  is  extremely  steep 
to  the  summit.  During  periods  of  fair  weather,  a  hiker  exper- 
ienced in  backcountry  travel  may  enjoy  walking  over  the 
ridge  toward  Granite  Basin  (see  Granite  Creek  Trail). 

STATUS:  This  trail  is  administered  by  the  Alaska  Depart- 
ment of  Natural  Resources,  Division  of  Parks. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 
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PERSERVERANCE  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  5.6  kilometers  (3.5  miles)  one  way  to  Silverbow 
Basin. 

ELEVATION:  About  305  meters  (1,000  feet). 

ACCESS:  From  downtown  Juneau,  take  Gold  Street  to 
Basin  Road.  After  crossing  Gold  Creek,  take  the  lefthand 
fork  and  follow  it  to  the  end. 

DESCRIPTION:  This  route  follows  a  gentle  grade  and  is 
very  popular  during  the  summer  months.  But,  there  is  ex- 
treme danger  of  snowslides  during  the  winter  and  early 
in  spring.  The  thin  line  of  trees  offers  a  false  sense  of 
security,  because  there  are  steep  avalanche  paths  above 
the  trail.  A  short  distance  from  the  beginning,  a  view  across 
the  gorge  reveals  the  remains  of  an  old  mine.  Once  past  the 
Mt.  Juneau  trailhead,  a  path  to  the  right  leads  to  Ebner 
Falls. 

The  main  trail  continues  its  course  with  views  of  the 
rushing  water  of  Gold  Creek  and  ridge  adjacent  to  Mt. 
Juneau.  Perserverance  Trail  continues  on  the  right  after 
Granite  Creek.  Before  it  concludes  near  the  ruins  of  an  old 
mine  in  Silverbow  Basin,  a  side  trail  to  the  right  leads  to 
the  steep-sided  Glory  Hole.  Caution  should  be  taken  when 
approaching  the  dropoff. 

HISTORY:  Perserverance  is  the  name  of  a  mine  formerly 
located  at  the  trail's  end  in  Silverbow  Basin.  It  operated 
between  1885  and  1895.  A  tunnel  connects  the  Glory  Hole 
with  the  A-J  Mine.  Ebner  Falls  is  named  after  a  man  who 
operated  a  stamping  mill  near  the  falls  in  1896. 

STATUS:  This  route  is  maintained  by  the  Alaska  Depart- 
ment of  Natural  Resources,  Division  of  Parks. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 


GRANITE  CREEK  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  2.4  kilometers  (1.5  miles)  to  the  upper  basin. 

ELEVATION:  About  549  meters  (1,800  feet)  in  the  upper 
basin. 

ACCESS:  The  trailhead  is  located  to  the  left  about  3  kilo- 
meters (1.75  miles)  from  the  beginning  of  Perserverance 
Trail  near  the  Basin  Road  after  the  Gold  Creek  crossing. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  trail  is  muddy  in  places,  and  snow 
generally  persists  on  the  shadowed  slopes  until  summer. 
Avoid  this  trail  during  the  winter.  The  trail  follows  Granite 
Creek  into  the  basin  with  impressive  waterfalls  and  wild- 
flowers.  From  the  final  basin,  a  determined  hiker  can  gain 
access  to  Mt.  Juneau  by  climbing  the  ridge.  Keep  to  the 
left  of  Mt.  Olds  (the  huge  rocky  mountain). 

An  ice  axe  should  be  carried  for  use  on  the  steep  slopes. 
Plan  a  full  day  if  you  intend  to  hike  this  loop  over  the  ridge 
and  down  the  Mt.  Juneau  Trail. 

STATUS:  Administered  by  the  Alaska  Department  of  Nat- 
ural Resources,  Division  of  Parks.  The  route  over  the  ridge 
is  not  a  developed  trail. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 


SALMON  CREEK  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  5.6  kilometers  (3.5  miles)  one  way  to  the  res- 
ervoir. 

ELEVATION:  The  reservoir  is  about  335  meters  (1,100  feet). 

ACCESS:  When  driving  from  Juneau,  turn  right  just  past 
the  cement  abutment  at  mile  2.5  of  the  Egan  Drive.  This 
turnoff  is  located  before  the  Salmon  Creek  exit.  The  trail 
begins  up  a  wooden  stairway  behind  the  Salmon  Creek 
powerhouse. 

DESCRIPTION:  Salmon  Creek  Trail  is  no  longer  maintained 
and  is  considered  dangerous  because  of  unsafe  bridges, 
broken  tram  ties,  and  landslides.  The  first  part  of  the  trail 
follows  a  tramline  and  consists  of  many  wooden  steps  up 
a  long  steep  incline.  In  season,  there  are  many  berries  to 
pick  along  the  stairway.  At  the  top,  the  trail  continues  to 
the  right.  Another  right  leads  to  a  flume  which  parallels  the 
trail  but  is  slippery  and  rotten  in  places. 

The  Alaska  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company  requests 
that  hikers  not  use  the  flume  to  gain  access  to  the  reservoir. 
The  trail  becomes  better  once  past  the  old  tram  bridges, 
and  eventually  it  branches  into  two  different  directions. 
The  right  branch  leads  to  a  powerhouse,  and  the  left  branch 
leads  to  the  dam.  Just  before  the  dam,  the  trail  goes  up  a 
steep  slope  to  the  reservoir  where  there  is  fishing  for  east- 
ern brook  trout. 

HISTORY:  The  dam  was  built  in  1914  by  the  Alaska  Gas- 
tineau  Mining  Company  to  provide  hydroelectric  power. 
The  creek  was  originally  called  "Tilhini"  which  means  dog 
(chum)  salmon  in  the  Tlingit  Indian  language. 

STATUS:  The  trail  is  on  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
lands. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 


SALMON  CREEK  TRAIL 
BLACKERBY  RIDGE  ROUTE 
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BLACKERBY  RIDGE 

DISTANCE:  5.8  kilometers  (3.6  miles)  to  Cairn  Peak. 

ELEVATION:  About  1,067  meters  (3,500  feet)  on  the  ridge. 

ACCESS:  From  the  Egan  Drive,  take  the  Lemon  Creek  exit 
and  go  about  0.2  kilometer  (0.1  mile).  Walk  up  the  short 
spur  road  to  the  right  just  before  the  plumbing  shop.  The 
route  begins  to  the  left  just  before  the  end  of  the  road. 

DESCRIPTION:  This  is  a  sparsely  marked  undeveloped 
trail.  It  begins  with  a  moderate  grade  but  soon  becomes 
extremely  steep,  wet,  and  without  switchbacks.  This  is  no 
route  for  a  beginner.  The  route  eventually  heads  through  a 
grassy  area  and  then  through  thin  forest  until  the  ridge  is 
reached.  The  route  disappears  once  above  the  timberline, 
but  it  is  possible  to  continue  through  low  alpine  vegetation 
to  Cairn  Peak. 

There  are  views  of  Salmon  Creek  Reservoir  and  Stephans 
Passage  from  the  ridge.  The  long  hike  to  Cairn  Peak  opens 
to  views  of  Lemon  and  Ptarmigan  Glaciers.  Plan  a  full  day 
for  this  hike,  if  you  wish  to  hike  the  whole  ridge. 

HISTORY:  The  ridge  was  named  in  1960  by  the  Forest 
Service  in  memory  of  Alva  Blackerby,  a  local  forester. 

STATUS:  This  unmaintained  trail  is  on  private,  state  and 
Forest  Service  lands. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 


LEMON  CREEK  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  9.7  kilometers  (6  miles)  one  way. 

ELEVATION:  About  211  meters  (700  feet)  at  the  end  of  the 
trail. 

ACCESS:  From  Egan  Drive,  take  the  Lemon  Creek  exit. 
The  trail  begins  down  an  unmarked  road  across  from  the 
shopping  plaza,  the  next  road  on  the  right  past  the  church. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  trail  starts  as  a  dirt  road  and  then 
branches  to  the  left.  It  is  brushy  in  places,  and  a  longs- 
sleeve  shirt  will  help  prevent  irritation  caused  by  stinging 
nettles.  The  next  section  of  the  hike  is  through  a  mature 
forest  of  Sitka  spruce  and  western  hemlock  trees.  Past 
Sawmill  Creek,  the  trail  may  be  muddy  as  it  parallels 
Lemon  Creek.  Once  past  Canyon  Creek,  the  path  may  once 
again  be  muddy.  A  poorly  marked  side  trail  to  the  right 
leads  to  Camp  #17,  one  of  the  research  stations  on  the 
Juneau  Icefield. 

It  is  a  rough  trek  to  the  icefield,  and  it  should  be  at- 
tempted only  by  experienced  climbers  with  proper  gear. 
Past  the  Camp  #17,  turnoff,  the  vegetation  becomes 
extremely  dense,  and  signs  of  bear  are  prolific.  The  trail 
ends  soon  after  the  open  muskeg. 

HISTORY:  Lemon  Creek  was  named  for  John  Lemon,  a 
local  prospector  who  was  one  of  the  first  to  cross  the  Chil- 
koot  Trail  in  1880. 

STATUS:  The  trail  is  on  private,  State,  and  national  forest 
lands. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2) 
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MENDENHALL  "TRAIL  OF 
THE  GLACIER" 

DISTANCE:  0.8  kilometer  (0.5  mile). 

ELEVATION:  About  60  meters  (200  feet). 

ACCESS:  The  trail  starts  behind  the  Mendenhall  Glacier 
Visitor  Center. 

DESCRIPTION:  An  interpretive  pamphlet  is  available  from 
the  naturalist  on  duty  and  corresponds  with  the  numbered 
signs  along  the  walk.  The  trail  makes  a  loop,  and  signs 
mark  features  of  the  glacier-carved  landscape. 

The  walk  continues  along  Steep  Creek  where  sockeye 
salmon  may  be  seen  spawning  from  mid-July  through 
August.  A  run  of  coho  salmon  may  be  observed  anywhere 
from  mid-September  through  December. 

STATUS:  The  trail  is  maintained  by  the  Forest  Service. 


USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Not  needed. 


EAST  GLACIER  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  2.4  kilometers  (1.5  miles)  to  Nugget  Creek  Trail. 

ELEVATION:  About  450  meters  (1,500  feet). 

ACCESS:  The  East  Glacier  Trail  begins  just  past  a  small 
"kettle"  pond  near  sign  six  of  the  Mendenhall  "Trail  of  the 
Glacier." 

DESCRIPTION:  Approaching  the  glacier  face  is  extremely 
dangerous,  but  the  East  Glacier  Trail  provides  excellent 
views  from  a  safe  distance.  The  first  part  of  the  trail  is 
below  the  "glacier  trimline",  so  the  vegetation  consists  of 
pioneering  shrubs  and  small  trees.  About  midway,  a  short 
walk  leads  to  the  A-J  Waterfall. 

The  last  stretch  follows  Nugget  Creek  and  enters  a 
dense  moss-covered  forest.  This  part  of  the  trail  was  not 
covered  by  the  glacier  in  its  recent  advances.  At  the 
junction  of  the  Nugget  Creek  Trail,  it  is  possible  to  return 
to  the  visitor  center  by  turning  right  or  continuing  along 
Nugget  Creek  toward  the  Vista  Creek  Shelter. 

HISTORY:  The  A-J  Waterfall  is  actually  a  manmade  water- 
flow.  At  one  time  a  wooden  flume  carried  the  water  to  a 
hydroelectric  powerplant  near  the  paved  road  on  the  way 
to  the  visitor  center.  Part  of  the  flume  may  still  be  seen 
from  the  road  near  Steep  Creek. 

STATUS:  The  trail  is  maintained  by  the  Forest  Service. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 
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NUGGET  CREEK  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  6.4  kilometers  (4  miles)  to  Vista  Creek. 

ELEVATION:  About  370  meters  (1,200  feet)  at  the  Vista 
Creek  Shelter. 

ACCESS:  The  Nugget  Creek  Trail  begins  to  the  left  of  the 
small  shelter  near  sign  nine  of  the  Mendenhall  "Trail  of  the 
Glacier." 

DESCRIPTION:  After  a  series  of  switchbacks,  the  trail 
parallels  an  old  flume  and  tram  for  a  short  distance.  The 
planking  and  step  work  on  the  next  section  was  ac- 
complished by  the  Youth  Conservation  Corps  during 
summer  of  1977.  At  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  route  meets  the 
East  Glacier  Trail.  At  this  point,  if  one  heads  down  toward 
the  creek,  there  is  an  old  dam  and  a  cabin.  It  is  possible  to 
return  to  the  visitor  center  by  turning  left  onto  the  East 
Glacier  Trail. 

The  Nugget  Creek  Trail  continues  toward  Vista  Creek 
Shelter.  From  there,  the  route  is  not  maintained  and  is  very 
brushy.  It  continues  by  spectacular  chasms  above  Nugget 
Creek  and  then  rises  above  timberline.  If  you  hike  to 
Nugget  Glacier,  be  sure  to  bring  a  map  and  compass  and 
allow  enough  time  for  the  return  hike. 

HISTORY:  The  mountain  above  the  north  side  of  Nugget 
Creek  was  named  after  Benjamin  Bullard.  He  was  a  mining 
engineer  who  had  a  claim  along  Nugget  Creek.  He  was 
also  responsible  for  building  a  hydroelectric  powerplant 
near  the  road  leading  to  the  visitors  center. 

STATUS:  This  trail  is  maintained  to  Vista  Creek  by  the 
Forest  Service. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 


HEINTZLEMAN  RIDGE 

DISTANCE:  About  9.5  miles  to  Nugget  Mountain. 

ELEVATION:  About  910  to  1,200  meters  (3,000  to  4,000 
feet). 

ACCESS:  This  undeveloped  route  begins  behind  Glacier 
Valley  Elementary  School  in  the  Mendenhall  Valley. 

DESCRIPTION:  This  is  a  sparsely  marked  route,  extremely 
steep,  and  without  switchbacks.  After  crossing  Jordan 
Creek,  the  steep  ascent  begins.  From  the  top  of  Steep 
Creek  Bowl,  there  is  an  excellent  view  of  the  Mendenhall 
Glacier.  The  ridge  continues  toward  Nugget  Glacier  and 
Nugget  Mountain.  It  is  possible  to  hike  to  the  Mendenhall 
Glacier  Visitor  Center  on  the  Nugget  Creek  Trail  from  the 
ridge. 

This  hike  is  very  difficult  and  should  be  attempted  only 
by  persons  in  excellent  physical  condition.  If  you  plan  to 
hike  the  whole  route,  start  early  in  the  morning  or  plan  to 
camp  overnight.  Avoid  this  route  during  the  winter  and 
early  \p  spring. 

HISTORY:  This  ridge  was  named  for  B.  Frank  Heintzleman, 
who  was  once  Alaska's  Regional  Forester  and  later  became 
Governor  of  Alaska  between  1953  and  1957. 

STATUS:  This  undeveloped  trail  begins  on  private  land  but 
soon  enters  the  Tongass  National  Forest. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 
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WEST  GLACIER  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  5.6  kilometers  (3.5  miles)  one  way. 

ELEVATION:  About  39  kilometers  (1,300  feet)  at  end. 

ACCESS:  Take  the  Montana  Creek  Road  from  the  Menden- 
hall  Loop  Road,  and  then  take  the  first  right.  Follow  this 
road  past  the  campground  entrance  to  the  parking  area  at 
the  end  of  the  road. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  trail  begins  on  the  north  side  of  the 
parking  lot.  Most  of  this  walk  is  below  the  "glacier  trim- 
line"  amid  many  willow  and  alder  trees.  In  a  few  places, 
the  trail  skirts  the  Sitka  spruce  and  western  hemlock 
forest  which  the  glacier  has  not  reached  in  recent  times. 
There  are  excellent  views  of  the  Mendenhall  Glacier  from 
many  vantage  points  along  the  trail. 

The  last  section  may  be  difficult  to  follow.  It  seems  to 
end  at  a  scenic  overlook  and  then  curves  back  toward  the 
glacier.  Be  on  the  lookout  for  cairns  (piles  of  rocks)  that 
mark  the  route.  The  West  Glacier  Trail  ends  at  the  top  of  a 
rock  outcrop,  but  a  primitive  route  continues  to  the  summit 
of  Mt.  McGinnis. 

STATUS:  The  West  Glacier  Trail  is  maintained  by  the 
Forest  Service. 


USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 


MT.  MCGINNIS  ROUTE 

DISTANCE:  3.2  kilometers  (2  miles)  to  the  summit. 

ELEVATION:  1,289  meters  (4,228  feet). 

ACCESS:  The  trail  begins  at  the  end  of  the  West  Glacier 
Trail. 

DESCRIPTION:  Avalanche  danger  may  continue  until  late 
in  spring.  The  trail  is  steep  and  sparsely  marked  with 
plastic  tape.  It  is  not  maintained  and  should  be  attempted 
only  by  persons  with  a  good  sense  of  direction  and  in 
excellent  physical  condition.  This  would  make  a  good  over- 
night hike. 

The  first  part  of  the  trail  goes  through  thick  brush,  and 
hikers  should  watch  for  markers.  The  trail  ascends  through 
dense  forest  and  then  seems  to  end  in  a  small  basin.  One 
way  to  the  summit  is  to  follow  the  stream  up  the  steep 
slope  and  then  continue  to  the  top  above  the  timberline. 
The  top  part  is  generally  covered  with  snow,  and  an  ice 
axe  should  be  carried.  The  remarkable  view  from  the  top 
overlooks  the  Mendenhall  Valley  and  Auke  Bay.  Bears 
inhabit  the  area,  and  mountain  goats  may  be  seen  on  Mt. 
McGinnis  or  Mt.  Stroller  White. 

HISTORY:  Mt.  McGinnis  was  probably  named  after  John 
Mclnnis  who  had  a  mining  claim  along  what  is  nowcalled 
McGinnis  Creek. 

STATUS:  This  is  not  a  maintained  trail.  It  is  within  the 
Tongass  National  Forest. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 
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MONTANA  CREEK  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  15.3  kilometers  (9.5  miles)  to  the  beginning  of 
Windfall  Lake  Trail. 

ELEVATION:  About  240  meters  (800  feet). 

ACCESS:  From  the  Mendenhall  Loop  Road,  follow  the 
Montana  Creek  Road  to  the  end. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  trail  leads  northwest  from  the  end  of 
Montana  creek  Road.  It  is  in  very  poor  condition  with  rock- 
slides  and  damaged  bridges.  It  should  be  attempted  only 
by  hikers  experienced  in  backcountry  travel,  because  it  is 
easy  to  lose  the  trail  in  places  where  the  brush  is  dense. 
The  trail  connects  with  the  Windfall  Lake  Trail.  There  are 
high  concentrations  of  bears  in  the  area.  The  Montana 
Creek  access  is  easier  to  follow  than  beginning  from  Wind- 
fall Lake. 

STATUS:  This  trail  is  within  the  Tongass  National  Forest. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAPS:  Juneau  Quadrangles  (B-2 
and  B-3). 
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SPAULDING  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  4.8  kilometers  (3  miles)  to  third  meadow. 

ELEVATION:  About  550  meters  (1,800  feet)  at  the  end. 

ACCESS:  The  trail  begins  a  short  distance  northwest  of 
the  Auke  Bay  Post  Office  on  the  right  before  Wadleigh 
Creek.  There  is  no  parking  at  the  trailhead. 

DESCRIPTION:  Spaudling  Trail  is  extremely  muddy  during 
warm  seasons,  but  it  becomes  an  important  cross-country 
ski  route  during  winter.  The  trail  starts  on  an  old  road  that 
leads  to  the  first  muskeg  meadow.  It  then  continues 
through  a  wooded  area  for  about  1.6  kilometers  (1  mile)  to 
a  second  meadow.  After  another  stand  of  trees,  the  trail 
ends  in  the  last  muskeg  meadows. 

During  winter  the  rolling  hills  of  Auke  Mountain  and 
Spaulding  Meadows  offer  almost  unlimited  skiing  op- 
portunities with  views  of  the  Chilkat  Mountains,  Lynn 
Canal,  and  Auke  Bay.  Most  skiers  walk  the  first  part  of  the 
trail  and  then  ski  through  the  meadows. 

Spaudling  Trail  and  Auke  Mountain-West  Spaulding 
Meadows  are  closed  to  off-the-road  vehicles.  The  eastern 
part  of  Spaulding  Meadows  is  open  to  snowmobiles  — 
access  is  restricted  to  the  Lake  Creek  Snowmobile  Trail. 

HISTORY:  Spaudling  Trail  was  named  after  a  Massachusetts 
miner  who  came  to  Juneau  to  mine  for  gold  in  1906. 

STATUS:  For  about  the  first  0.3  kilometer  (0.5  mile),  the 
trail  crosses  State  and  private  land  and  then  continues 
through  the  Tongass  National  Forest. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangles  (B-2  and 
B-3). 


SPAULDING  TRAIL 
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PETERSON  LAKE  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  6.4  kilometers  (4  miles). 

ELEVATION:  About  210  meters  (700  feet)  at  the  lake. 

ACCESS:  Take  the  Glacier  Highway  to  mile  24.  The  trail 
begins  about  15  meters  (50  feet)  before  the  24-mile  marker. 
Parking  is  limited. 

DESCRIPTION:  This  trail  is  not  too  difficult,  but  it  is 
extremely  muddy.  Be  sure  to  wear  waterproof  footgear. 
The  trail  starts  through  the  brush  but  soon  joins  an  old 
tramway.  Narrow  rails  are  still  in  place  in  some  sections. 
About  1.2  kilometer  (0.7  mile)  from  the  beginning,  a  spur 
trail  to  the  left  leads  to  a  fishing  spot  below  some  steep 
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waterfalls.  Keep  right  on  this  spur  to  avoid  a  dangerous 
part  of  the  lower  trail  that  is  subject  to  landslides. 

The  main  trail  continues  through  the  forest  and  through 
several  muskeg  areas.  The  trail  turns  right  in  the  last 
muskeg  and  continues  through  a  dense  forest  to  Peterson 
Lake.  Dolly  Varden  trout  may  be  caught  in  the  lake. 

HISTORY:  The  lake  is  named  after  John  Peterson  who  had 
a  claim  in  the  area  during  1899.  He  named  the  creek 
Cheechako  Creek. 

STATUS:  The  first  part  of  the  trail  crosses  private  property 
for  about  0.8  kilometer  (0.5  mile).  The  rest  of  the  hike  is  on 
Forest  Service  land,  but  the  trail  is  no  longer  maintained. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-3). 

HERBERT  GLACIER  TRAIL 
(GOAT  MOUNTAIN  TRAIL) 

DISTANCE:  7.4  kilometers  (4.6  miles)  to  the  end. 
ELEVATION:  61  meters  (200  feet). 

ACCESS:  The  trail  begins  at  mile  28  of  the  Glacier  High- 
way just  past  Herbert  River.  There  is  a  small  parking  area. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  trail  is  relatively  flat  and  may  be  wet 
in  places.  Notice  the  large  trees  at  the  beginning.  The  tree 
stands  decrease  in  size  as  the  trail  continues  up  the 
valley.  Close  to  the  glacier,  there  is  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  examine  postglacial  plant  succession.  Just  past  the 
trail's  midpoint,  there  is  a  small  beaver  pond  to  the  left. 
Then,  the  trail  improves,  even  though  it  crosses  several 
small  hills.  The  trail  ends  just  before  a  terminal  moraine. 

It  is  best  to  not  cross  the  branching  streams  to  approach 
the  glacier.  But,  with  little  effort,  a  scramble  over  the  rocks 
to  the  left  of  the  glacier  provides  an  excellent  vantage 
point  and  a  spectacular  view  of  a  waterfall.  Brown  and 
black  bears  may  be  expected  in  the  area,  and  mountain 
goats  may  be  seen  on  the  surrounding  mountain.  Although 
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this  trail  is  also  called  the  Goat  Mountain  Trail,  the  path 
up  the  mountain  is  now  difficult  to  find. 

HISTORY:  Herbert  Glacier  was  named  in  1897  after  the 
Secretary  of  the  U.S.  Navy  of  that  time. 

STATUS:  The  trail  is  maintained  by  the  Forest  Service. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (C-3). 


WINDFALL  LAKE  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  5.6  kilometers  (3.5  miles)  to  Windfall  Lake. 

ELEVATION:  About  30  meters  (100  feet). 

ACCESS:  When  driving  from  downtown  Juneau,  turn  right 
from  the  Glacier  Highway  just  before  Herbert  River  (mile 
27).  This  0.3  kilometer  (0.2  mile)  gravel  road  ends  in  a 
parking  lot,  and  the  trail  begins  to  the  right. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  trail  follows  Herbert  River  through  a 
Sitka  spruce  and  western  hemlock  forest.  The  grade  is 
level  for  most  of  the  trail  length.  The  trail  becomes  muddy 
in  summer,  although  some  of  the  worst  areas  have  been 
covered  with  wooden  planks. 

There  is  good  fishing  for  searun  cutthroat  and  Dolly 
Varden  trout  in  Windfall  Lake.  This  is  a  popular  spot  for 
ice  fishing.  Pink,  chum,  sockeye,  and  coho  salmon  may 
spawn  in  the  area.  (Alaska  State  law  prohibits  the  mole- 
station of  salmon  during  spawning  season.) 

A  spur  trail  once  led  to  Herbert  Glacier,  but  because  of 
beaver  damming  it  is  no  longer  passable.  When  the 
Herbert  River  is  safely  frozen,  many  people  ski  from  the 
parking  lot  to  Herbert  Glacier,  approximately  8  kilometers 
(5  miles). 

STATUS:  This  trail  is  maintained  by  the  Forest  Service. 
USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (C-3). 
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AMALGA  (EAGLE  GLACIER) 
TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  8.8  kilometers  (5.5  miles)  to  the  end. 
ELEVATION:  61  meters  (200  feet). 

ACCESS:  When  traveling  toward  the  end  of  the  road,  the 
trailhead  is  on  the  left  at  mile  28.4  of  the  Glacier  Highway 
just  past  Eagle  River. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  trail  begins  from  the  parking  lot  and 
leads  under  the  bridge.  Although  parts  are  planked,  you'll 
want  to  wear  rubber  boots.  (The  Yankee  Basin  Trail  begins 
on  the  left  about  2.1  kilometers  (1.3  miles)  from  the  Glacier 
Highway).  The  Amalga  Trail  leads  toward  Eagle  Glacier 
and  passes  several  beaver  ponds  on  the  way.  Toward  the 
end,  the  trail  becomes  difficult  to  follow  because  of  dense 
undergrowth  of  willows  and  alders.  It  becomes  so  thick 
that  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  walk  near  the  glacier.  The 
trail  ends  at  the  lake  with  impressive  views  of  the  glacier. 

HISTORY:  The  Amalga  Mine  was  located  about  6.4  kilo- 
meters (4  miles)  from  the  mouth  of  Eagle  River.  Amalga 
was  a  settlement  between  1902  and  1927.  The  mine  site  is 
now  difficult  to  find. 

STATUS:  This  is  a  Forest  Service  trail. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-3). 

YANKEE  BASIN  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  9.7  kilometers  (6  miles). 

ELEVATION:  611  meters  (200  feet). 

ACCESS:  The  trail  begins  2.1  kilometers  (1.3  miles)  from 
the  beginning  of  the  Amalga  Trail. 

DESCRIPTION:  This  trail  is  in  very  poor  condition  and  may 
be  nearly  impossible  to  follow  in  places.  It  follows  a 
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former  mining  tramway.  Bridges  are  in  poor  condition,  and 
the  logs  that  were  placed  over  the  muddy  areas  are  now 
rotten.  A  side  trail  to  the  left  leads  to  Eagle  Beach.  The 
main  trail  continues  straight  ahead  into  Yankee  Basin.  It  is 
a  very  scenic  area  with  high  concentrations  of  brown 
bears.  This  trail  also  connects  with  the  Bessie  Creek  Trail, 
but  the  route  has  not  been  maintained  for  many  years. 

HISTORY:  The  basin  was  named  by  miners  in  1902. 

STATUS:  This  is  an  unmaintained  trail  within  the  Tongass 
National  Forest. 


MT.  BRADLEY  (MT.  JUMBO) 
TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  4.2  kilometers  (2.6  miles) 

ELEVATION:  1,017  meters  (3,337  feet)  at  the  summit. 

ACCESS:  The  trail  begins  in  Douglas  through  a  vacant  lot 
behind  the  300  section  of  Fifth  Street. 

DESCRIPTION:  The  route  to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Bradley  is 
very  difficult.  It  is  muddy  with  windblown  trees  and  is  not 
maintained.  The  trail  crosses  Paris  Creek  and  then  the 
Treadwell  Ditch.  It  is  clearly  defined  until  the  muskeg 
meadows.  Beyond  this  point,  the  route  is  difficult  to 
follow,  so  carefully  observe  your  route  to  the  summit. 

There  are  dangerous  dropoffs  near  the  top,  and  the  trail 
becomes  quite  slippery  when  wet.  Above  treeline,  the 
alpine  slopes  abound  with  wildflowers  and  small  pools. 
This  route  should  not  be  attempted  during  the  winter.  An 
ice  axe  will  be  helpful  during  ascents  late  in  spring. 


MT.  BRADLEY  TRAIL 
(MT.  JUMBO) 


HISTORY:  The  mountain  was  originally  named  Mt.  Jumbo 
after  the  mine  at  its  base,  but  it  was  changed  to  its 
present  name  in  1939  to  honor  a  former  president  of  the 
American  Mining  Institute. 

STATUS:  Although  not  a  developed  trail,  it  crosses  private 
and  State  lands. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAPS:  Juneau  Quadrangles  (A-2 
and  B-2). 


DAN  MOLLER  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  5.3  kilometers  (3.3  miles). 

ELEVATION:  About  579  meters  (1,900  feet)  in  the  upper 
basin. 

ACCESS:  The  trail  is  located  on  Douglas  Island.  Keep  left 
after  crossing  the  Juneau-Douglas  bridge,  and  then  take 
the  first  right  onto  Cordova  Street.  Turn  left  onto  Nowell 
Avenue,  and  follow  it  to  the  end.  The  trail  begins  just 
beyond  the  last  house  on  the  right. 

DESCRIPTION:  An  old  road  serves  as  the  first  part  of  the 
trail.  The  trail  then  emerges  into  open  muskeg.  The  trail 
consists  of  elevated  planks  through  the  wet  areas  leading 
to  the  Dan  Moller  Cabin.  Although  still  standing,  the  cabin 
has  been  subjected  to  periodic  vandalism.  The  last  section 
of  the  trail  is  not  planked  and  leads  through  muskeg.  It  is 
possible  to  "bushwack"  to  the  ridge  for  a  scenic  view  of 
Stephan's  Passage  and  Admiralty  Island. 

One  may  enjoy  the  excellent  variety  of  wildflowers  on 
this  trail.  The  trail  is  open  to  snowmobile  use  in  winter  and 
is  also  a  popular  cross-country  ski  trail,  but  caution  should 
be  observed  in  this  avalanche-prone  area.  The  former 
snowslide  paths  should  be  crossed  with  haste,  and  you 
may  wish  to  contact  the  Forest  Service  visitor  information 
center  in  Juneau  before  hiking  this  trail. 

HISTORY:  Forester  Dan  Moller  was  responsible  for 
building  this  trail  during  the  thirties.  Before  the  Eaglecrest 
Ski  Area  opened  in  1976,  Douglas  Ski  Bowl  was  the  main 
area  for  downhill  skiing.  Kowee  Creek  was  named  after  a 
former  Native  chief  who  lived  at  the  base  of  the  creek.  He 
reportedly  led  Joe  Juneau  and  Richard  Harris  to  the  gold 
of  Silverbow  Basin. 

STATUS:  The  trail  crosses  State  and  private  land  at  the 
beginning,  but  it  soon  enters  the  Tongass  National  Forest. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 
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CROPLEY  LAKE  SKI  TRAIL 
AND  VICINITY 

DISTANCE:  2.4  kilometers  (1.5  miles)  to  Cropley  Lake. 

ELEVATION:  About  550  meters  (1,800  feet). 

ACCESS:  From  downtown  Juneau,  turn  right  once  over  the 
Juneau-Douglas  Bridge,  and  drive  about  8  kilometers  (5 
miles).  Turn  left  onto  the  Fish  Creek  Road,  and  follow  it  to 
the  end.  The  trail  begins  to  the  right,  a  short  distance  past 
the  Eaglecrest  Ski  Lodge. 

DESCRIPTION:  This  cross-country  ski  trail  is  quite  steep, 
and  it  should  not  be  attempted  by  beginning  skiers.  At 
Cropley  Lake,  it  levels  considerably,  and  there  are  beautiful 
views  of  the  Fish  Creek  Valley  and  the  mainland.  Please 
check-in  at  the  ski  lodge  before  skiing  this  trail.  There  is 
also  a  shorter,  easier  cross-country  ski  trail  with  gentle 
slopes  to  the  left  of  the  ski  lodge. 

Although  these  trails  are  not  yet  developed  for  summer 
hiking,  the  chairlift  provides  easy  access  to  the  alpine 
ridges.  Contact  the  Juneau  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment for  details. 

HISTORY:  The  Cropley  Lake  Ski  Trail  was  built  in  1977  by 
the  Juneau  Lion's  Club  in  cooperation  with  the  Forest 
Service  and  the  City  and  Borough  of  Juneau. 

STATUS:  This  trail  is  within  the  Tongass  National  Forest. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 


TREADWELL  DITCH  TRAIL 

DISTANCE:  4.8  kilometers  (3  miles). 

ELEVATION:  About  210  meters  (700  feet). 

ACCESS:  This  trail  may  be  reached  by  hiking  about  1.6 
kilometers  (1  mile)  from  the  beginning  of  the  Dan  Moller 
Trail. 

DESCRIPTION:  This  route  has  recently  developed  as  a 
hiking  and  cross-country  ski  trail  along  the  historic  Tread- 
well  Ditch.  The  trail  is  flat,  wide,  and  promises  a  new 
encounter  around  every  bend.  By  turning  left  from  the  Dan 
Moller  Trail,  it  is  possible  to  hike  to  Gastineau  Meadows,  a 
popular  cross-country  ski  area. 

Please  stay  on  the  trail  during  the  warm  months. 
Because  of  the  high  water  table  the  delicate  vegetation, 
the  muskeg  meadows  rapidly  deteriorate  with  the  constant 
traffic  of  hikers. 

HISTORY:  The  Treadwell  Ditch  once  carried  water  from 
Cropley  Lake  and  Fish  Creek  to  the  Treadwell  Mine  on 
Douglas  Island.  The  trail  will  eventually  be  extended  to 
cover  the  entire  19.3  kilometers  (12  miles)  to  Cropley  Lake. 

STATUS:  The  Treadwell  Ditch  Trail  is  maintained  by  the 
City  and  Borough  of  Juneau,  Department  of  Parks  and 
Recreation. 

USGS  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAP:  Juneau  Quadrangle  (B-2). 
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